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Welcome

It is our great pleasure to welcome you to the second annual conference of the Houston 
Global Health Collaborative, Connect: 2014! 

The Houston Global Health Collaborative (HGHC) was born in recognition of 
the many impressive service, research, and educational opportunities within the 
Texas Medical Center (TMC) member institutions and across Houston. We desire to 
promote these efforts while expanding the possibilities for new ones, by connecting those 
interested in or actively pursuing global health research, service, and education. 

This weekend you will hear inspiring stories of efforts to improve the health of the 
world’s most vulnerable people. You will learn what academic institutions within the 
TMC are doing to train tomorrow’s global health leaders. And you will discover the latest 
ground‑breaking research findings by students and faculty, revealing new pathways to 
promote health and prevent disease in Houston and around the globe. With dozens of 
institutions represented this weekend, we hope you will meet someone with whom you 
share a passion that will grow into sustained action to advance global health. 

The planning team has been working for months to connect, promote, and mobilize the 
forerunners in global health within the events of the conference. You will find the schedule 
organized into six tracks, with “Building Partnerships,” “Global Health, Technology, and 
Innovation,” “Infectious Disease” on Saturday and “Hot Topics,” “Lessons from the Field,” 
and “Maternal and Child Health” on Sunday. Please feel free to stay within a chosen track 
or pick and choose sessions according to your interests. At the end of the conference, 
please take a moment to fill out the survey to help us make improvements. Check back 
regularly with our website, www.HoustonGlobalHealth.org for future events and news. 

Again, welcome! It is good to have you here. We trust this will be a rich weekend for 
you, full of past lessons, new innovations, and the opportunity to CONNECT with your 
colleagues to advance global health.

Sincerely,

Houston Global Health Collaborative

Executive Committee

Conference Chair
Rachel Davis 
MD Candidate, BCM

Conference Vice-Chair
David Philpott
MPH Candidate, UTSPH

Abstracts Chair 
Daniele Swetnam
PhD Candidate, UTMB

Fundraising Chair: Gulf Coast 
Alaina Brinley 
MD Candidate, UTMB

Fundraising Chair: TMC 
Becky Geck
MSN-Family Nurse Practitioner
MPH Candidate, UTHSC

Logistics Chair 
Cathy Chen
MD Candidate, UTHSC

Public Relations Chair 
Jamie Chu
MD Candidate, UTHSC 

Public Relations Vice-Chair 
Jen Rodriguez
MD Candidate, BCM 

Technology Chair
Jenny Robicheaux McKinney
MD Candidate, BCM
MPH Candidate, UTSPH

Connect Conference 2014
Connecting Houston to the World through Global Health
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SATURDAY SCHEDULE

Saturday March 22

7:30 - 8:30 Registration & Breakfast (Alkek/1st Floor Lobby)

8:30 - 8:45 Opening Session
Conference Executive Committee & Dr. Robert C. Robbins, MD

8:45 - 9:20 Expanding Access to Safe Water
Malcolm Morris, JD, MBA

9:20 - 9:30 Break

Infectious Diseases Building Partnerships Global Health, Technology & 
Innovation

9:30 - 10:45
Why End Polio? Because We Can!!

Wayne Staton

HIV Prevalence, Prevention, Issues and 
Ideas: How Houston Can Help Others

Gabriel Hanson, PhD, MSEd

Sante A -Go-Go-Health Promotion 
Partnerships in Haiti

Lael Kucera, PA & Jason Rosenfeld, MPH

Building Global Partnerships to 
Advance Cancer Care: MD Anderson’s 

Global Academic Programs
Shubra Ghosh, MD

Improving Lives Through Technology 
Innovation at Rice 360
Veronica Leautaud, PhD

Metals in the air we breathe and 
microorganisms in the water we drink: 

Characterization and putrification
Shankar Chellam, PhD

10:45 - 11:00 Break

11:00 - 12:15 The Galveston National Laboratory: 
Local discoveries. Global impact.

James W. Le Duc, PhD

Global TB – How are we fixing (and 
breaking) things

Lisa Armitage, MD, PhD

My Career So Far
Peter J. Hotez, MD, PhD

Science in Extreme Environments: 
Building Extraterrestrial and Earth-

based Research Capabilities
Kate Rubins, PhD

12:15 - 2:00 Lunch and Poster Session (Alkek/1st Floor Lobby)

2:00 - 3:00
Oral Abstracts

Abinav Kumar Singh
Meghna Dara
Rojelio Mejia
Tabitha Ward

Building Community-Academic Partnerships
Alexandra Nolen, PhD, MPH

Oral Abstracts
Carol Chen

Andrew Childress

Oral Abstracts
Bethany Boggess

Bahrani Eman
Rahul Rekhi

Stephanie Tzouanas

3:00 - 3:15 Break

3:15 - 4:30 Infectious Disease Panel
Moderator: Leila Woc-Colburn, MD, 

FACP

Engaging health and media 
professionals to address global health 

problems: A case study of Ghana
Bernard Appiah, B.Pharm, MPS, MS, DrPH

Global health burden of Chagas disease
Nisha Garg, MS, PhD

A Simplified Approach to Diagnosis and 
Treatment of Neurocysticercosis

Jose Serpa-Alvarez, MD, MS, CTropMed

Building Partnerships Panel
Moderator: Patricia Brock, MD

Doctors for Change: Tackling Health 
Care Challenges in Houston, Texas

Lee Bar-Eli, MD & Claire Bocchini, MD

Developing long-term partnerships with 
hard-to-reach populations

Sheryl McCurdy, PhD

The Vietnam Vascular Anomalies 
Center: A Global Health Partnership

Thuy L. Phung, MD, PhD

Technology and Innovation Panel
Moderator: Veronica Leautaud, PhD

Technology Step 2… Step 1?
Katherine Meese, MPH

Crowdfunding as an Avenue to Fund 
Global Health Projects

Robert Ricketts, MD

The Next Generation of Global 
Health Education: Introducing the 
Interdisciplinary Health Network

Lucy Zhu, BS, BA

4:30 - 4:50 Break

4:50 - 5:20 Program Development in North Korea
David C. Hilmers, MD, EE, MPH

5:20 - 6:30 Cocktail Reception (2nd Floor Lobby)

Networking area on 2nd and 3rd floors available for use at all times during conference

Kleberg Auditorium Room M423 Room M323 Room N315
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Sunday March 23

8:00 - 8:30 Breakfast (2nd Floor Lobby)

8:30 - 8:40 Welcome
Conference Executive Committee

8:40-9:20 Saving Millions: Innovative and Entrepreneurial Solutions in Global Health
Eric G. Bing, MD, PhD, MBA & Marc J. Epstein, PhD, MBA

9:20 - 9:30 Break

Maternal and Child Health Lessons from the Field Hot Topics

9:30 - 10:30

BCM/CLI Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Global Health Initiative

Michael A. Belfort, MD, PhD & Susan P. 
Raine, MD, JD, LLM

Careers in Global Health Panel
Moderator: Michael Goodman, MDiv, 

MPH, DrPH(c)

Life as a Development Professional
Annette Emiko Taylor

Nursing in the Field and At Home
Diane Santa Maria, DrPH, MSN, RN

A Rural Surgeon in East Africa: Experiences 
of a US-trained general surgeon in Tanzania

Anne Morrison, MD

The Intestinal Microbiome in Health & Disease
Herbert DuPont, MD, MACP

Mitigating Infectious Disease Outbreaks 
in Global Company Workplaces

Malick Diara, MD

10:30 - 10:40 Break

10:40-11:40 Oral Abstracts
Margaret Nosek

Mohammad Rahbar
Serena Rodriguez

How to Write Winning Grants
Christine Markham, PhD

Oral Abstracts
Rebecca Jeun
Julia Gerson

Mary Glasheen

11:40-11:50 Break

11:50-12:50
Challenges to Developing Health Care 

Programs… Wherever You Are
Judy Levison, MD, MPH & 

Jennifer Robicheaux McKinney

Global Health Ethics
Rachel Jamison, MD

Best Practices in Global Health Research Panel
Moderator: Charles Chima, MBBS, MSc, 

DLSHTM, DipGrad, DrPH(c)
Matthew Dacso, MD, MSc, FACP

Rebecca S.B. Fischer, MPH, PhD(c)
Beatrice J. Selwyn, ScD, MScHyg

Health of Arab Immigrants Living in 
Colorado: A Socioecological Perspective

Dana El Hajj, PhD

The Challenges and Barriers to Effective 
Diabetes Self-Monitoring in Rural Nigeria

Ngozi Mbue, PhD, APRN, ANP-C

12:50-1:10 Pick up lunch

1:10-1:45 Teleoncology: the Use of eHealth for Cancer Care at a Distance
Robert Satcher, MD, PhD

1:45-2:00 Awards & Closing Remarks

Networking area on 2nd and 3rd floors available for use at all times during conference

Kleberg Auditorium Room M423 Room M323 Room N315

Robert C. Robbins, MD
President and CEO, Texas Medical Center
Robert C. Robbins, MD became President and Chief Executive Office of Texas Medical Center November 5, 2012. Prior to that, 
he was Professor and Chairman of the Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery at Stanford University School of Medicine, where 
he had been a member of the faculty since 1993. He served as Director of the Stanford Cardiovascular Institute, Director of 
the Heart-Lung, and Lung Transplantation programs, and was the Director of the Cardiothoracic Transplantation Laboratory.
Dr. Robbins is an internationally recognized cardiac surgeon who has focused his clinical efforts on acquired cardiac diseases 
with a special expertise in the surgical treatment of congestive heart failure. His research work includes the investigation of 
stem cells for cardiac regeneration, cardiac transplant allograft vasculopathy, bioengineered blood vessels and automated 
vascular anastomotic devices.

OPENING REMARKS

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
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SATURDAY KEYNOTES
Malcolm Morris, JD, MBA
Vice Chairman Stewart Information Services Corporation and Chairman, Millennium Water Alliance

Malcolm Stewart Morris is Vice Chairman of Stewart Title Company. He is the past Chairman and current Executive Vice 
President of Living Water International, and served as Chairman of the Deacons at First Baptist Church of Houston. Mr. Morris 
is also heavily involved in supporting schools, hospitals, orphanages, churches, and communities throughout Africa. After 
traveling to southern Sudan in 2000, Mr. Morris was involved in the reinstituting of peace talks that culminated in the signing 
of the peace treaty for southern Sudan. In response to a call from U.S. administration officials, he put together the Millennium 
Water Challenge in 2002 to communicate the importance of water in US foreign policy. Mr. Morris founded and serves as 
Chairman of the Millennium Water Alliance (MWA), and he conducts drill training camps and has led teams bringing WASH 
programs to schools in Africa and Central America. His vision and dedication to providing clean safe water and sanitation 
facilities to the world’s poor has inspired and continues to drive the work of MWA.

Expanding Access to Safe Water

In 2011, over 700 million people did not have access to an improved source of drinking water and over two billion did not 

have access to improved sanitation. In recognition of World Water Day on March 22, Mr. Morris will share his experiences 

working for the expansion of access to safe water around the world. He will discuss his personal experiences working 

in Kenya and other countries. He will describe his founding of the Millennium Water Alliance (MWA), a collaborative 

‘alliance of competitors’, that seeks to bring clean water to 500 million people. Finally, he will share the lessons attendees 

can learn from collaborative efforts like MWA.

David C. Hilmers, MD, EE, MPH
Baylor College of Medicine

Dr. Hilmers is an associate professor in the Departments of Internal Medicine and Pediatrics and Center for Space Medicine 
at the Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, Texas and is board certified in both internal medicine and pediatrics. In addition 
to teaching, his clinical pursuits have included international HIV, pediatrics special needs, adolescent medicine, aerospace 
medicine, emergency medicine, tropical medicine, nutrition, and inpatient internal medicine. His research interests in nutrition 
include refugee health, micronutrient deficiencies, food fortification programs, rickets, metabolic syndrome, and the influence 
of malnutrition on infectious diseases such as HIV and malaria. He has done international volunteer service and disaster relief 
work in over 40 countries. Prior to entering medical school at the age of 42, he was a Marine Corps colonel, aviator and electrical 
engineer and served as a NASA astronaut on four space shuttle missions, including the first after the Challenger accident.

Program Development in North Korea

Working to improve health standards in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) presents unique challenges. 

These include a confrontational stance towards Western countries, political isolationism, lack of epidemiologic data, and 

prioritization of military over civilian sector spending. The population of North Korea has suffered from famine, natural 

disasters, and shortages of advanced medical technology. The DPRK government has demonstrated increasing interest 

in cooperating with non-governmental agencies to address public health issues and to establish medical institutions to 

train health care professionals in modern medical techniques.

In 2010 the Pyongyang University of Science and Technology (PUST), a private university, opened its doors to North 

Korean students. Founded by a Korean-American and with Western faculty, it has brought unique opportunities to expose 

future DPRK leaders to Western thought and to launch collaborations with the government. As a result of its success, the 

government has asked PUST to establish medical, dental, pharmacy, and public health schools at its current location. 

Global health projects in the DPRK face significant challenges but could result in important advances in health standards. 

The most significant benefit of these efforts could be the spirit of cooperation fostered by collaborative projects in this 

isolated country. They can lower levels of suspicion between our nations and decrease tensions in this volatile region.
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SUNDAY KEYNOTES
Eric G. Bing, MD, PhD, MBA
George W. Bush Institute, Southern Methodist University

Eric G. Bing, MD, PhD, MBA, is a Harvard-educated physician who has created and managed innovative health programs 
throughout Africa, the Caribbean, and Latin America for over two decades. He is a senior fellow and the director for global 
health at the George W. Bush Institute and professor of global health at Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas.

Marc J. Epstein, PhD, MBA
Jones Graduate School of Business at Rice University

Marc J. Epstein is distinguished research professor of management at Jones Graduate School of Business at Rice University. 
Previously a professor at Harvard and Stanford, Dr. Epstein is the author of many books and articles on innovative approaches 
to improving businesses and nonprofit organizations. He works in Asia, Latin America, and Africa and trains students in 
entrepreneurial solutions to global health and poverty.

Saving Millions: Innovative and Entrepreneurial Solutions in Global Health

Every four minutes, over 50 children under the age of five die. In the same four minutes, 2 mothers lose their lives in 

childbirth. Every year, malaria kills nearly 1.2 million people, despite the fact that it can be prevented with a mosquito 

net and treated for less than $1.50. Sadly, this list goes on and on. Millions are dying from diseases that we can easily 

and inexpensively prevent, diagnose, and treat. Why? Because even though we know exactly what people need, we just 

can’t get it to them. They are dying not because we can’t solve a medical problem but because we can’t solve a logistics 

problem. To save them, we must build a new model that “scales down” to train and incentivize all kinds of health-care 

providers in their own villages and towns, to create an army of on-site professionals who can prevent tragedy at a fraction 

of the cost of top-down bureaucratic programs. We believe that the same forces of innovation and entrepreneurship that 

work in first‑world business cultures can be unleashed to save the lives of millions.

Robert Satcher, MD, PhD
MD Anderson Cancer Center

Dr. Robert Satcher is recognized for his varied career interests and notable successes, from his training as a chemical engineer, 
and service as a mission specialist astronaut for NASA, to his practice as an orthopaedic surgeon in oncology. Dr. Satcher 
was recruited as an assistant professor in the department of orthopaedic surgery at Northwestern University Feinberg School 
of Medicine where his clinical work was divided between adult and pediatric musculoskeletal oncology. He also served as an 
adjunct professor in the Biomedical Engineering department of Northwestern University. At the encouragement of colleagues 
and to fulfill a lifelong dream, Satcher applied and was selected for astronaut candidate training at NASA’s Johnson Space 
Center in Houston. In 2009, he made his first trip to space as a mission specialist for the STS‑129 mission to the International 
Space Station aboard space shuttle Atlantis, on which he completed two spacewalks.

With the ending of the space shuttle program, Dr. Robert Satcher returned to clinical practice in oncology, joining the faculty 
of Houston’s MD Anderson Cancer Center in 2011, where he currently is an assistant professor in the department of orthopedic 
oncology. He has remained a productive clinician-scientist, continuing to publish papers and pursue research funding for his 
work studying mechanisms underlying bone metastasis to identify molecular targets for therapeutic interventions.

Teleoncology: the Use of eHealth for Cancer Care at a Distance

Worldwide, cancer’s predicted mortality is more than that which will be caused by infectious disease and cardiovascular 

disease. There are insufficient oncologists to meet the increasing demand for cancer care, especially in low to middle 

income countries, and in rural areas of high-income countries. Engineering solutions combined with information and 

communication technology will be a critical component of the platform that alleviates this shortfall. 

Increased access to cancer care can be accomplished using telemedicine, as has been demonstrated. The concepts 

envisioned for healthcare at a distance ranges from the use of information and communication technology to monitor 

patients’ daily regimen and treatment compliance, to a platform that can deliver a full spectrum of healthcare services 

ranging from diagnostics to intervention via telepresence without the need for physically transporting experts or patients. 

Beyond clinical applications, technology will also be key for outreach to support pervasive access to preventative care 

services for disease prevention, as well as to enhance and support education, training and/or academic interactions 

among healthcare professionals. Innovation, development and integration of technology for this purpose has been 

hindered by a lack of leadership defining relevant research foci, and the fact that technology innovation in this space 

depends heavily on trans-disciplinary engagements reaching far beyond individual institutions.
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES
SATURDAY | ROOM M423

James W. Le Duc, PhD
The University of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston, National 
Biocontainment Training Center

The Galveston National Laboratory: 
Local Discoveries. Global Impact.

Utilizing the unique and extensive resources of 

the GNL’s special biosafety level (BSL) 2, 3 and 4 

laboratories, scientists at UTMB work collaboratively, both locally 

and internationally, to tackle some of the world’s most pressing 

health concerns involving emerging and reemerging infectious 

diseases. GNL research aims to discover new and better tests, 

treatments and vaccines to defend our population against 

existing diseases like tuberculosis, SARS virus, West Nile virus, 

Ebola, Marburg, Plague, encephalitis, influenza and a host of 

new diseases showing up in new ways or in new places around 

the world. Dr. LeDuc will share his insight on this incredible Texas 

asset and the important work taking place at the GNL in defense 

of the health of our global community.

Lisa Armitige, MD, PhD
Heartland National TB Center

Global TB: How We are Fixing 
(and Breaking) Things 

Globally, cases of tuberculosis are declining. Efforts 

to provide medication and observed therapy have 

led to a decline in the world TB burden with an 

overall decrease in case numbers and fewer deaths. 

In the shadows of this success is the realization that the number 

of drug‑resistant strains is rising. The very efforts that have 

saved lives have also aided in the increase in multi-drug resistant 

strains. This lecture will highlight the dichotomy of these effects 

as well as the progress being made in addressing the rising tide 

of resistance.

Gabrielle Hansen, PhD, MSEd
City of Houston, HIV Program Manager

HIV Prevalence, Prevention, Issues and 
Ideas: How Houston Can Help Others

Dr. Gabrielle Hansen will present the epidemiology 

of HIV in Houston as well as in Australia, and other 

countries, to give an overview of the epidemic 

today. Current issues facing those who live with 

HIV as well as the medical professionals and health practitioners 

who treat individuals living with HIV will be discussed, along 

with public health efforts, obstacles and trends. The public 

health initiative conducted by Houston around HIV testing and 

prevention is recognized as a leading program and model for 

others. HIV is a chronic manageable disease and yet the overall 

knowledge about HIV today by both the public and even workers 

in the field remains low. Houstonians can lead the way to better 

understanding, treatment and prevention of HIV globally.

Wayne Staton
Rotary International, Polio Plus

Why End Polio? Because We Can!!

A polio survivor shares his experiences and reports 

on the 25-year initiative of Rotary International and 

the global community to eradicate polio.

Expert Talks
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Oral Abstracts

An emerging role for the anti-inflammatory cytokine Interleukin-10 in persistent bacterial infections
Abinav Kumar Singh and Nagaraja R. Thirumalapura

High-Resolution Melt Analysis To Determine Mutations Conferring Drug Resistance in Mycobacterium leprae
Meghan Dara

Eosinophilia as a potential surrogate for the diagnosis of strongyloidiasis in an immigrant population and the utility of absent 
Ss-NIE antibodies as a biomarker for cure
Rojelio Mejia, Yosselin Vicuña, Kathryn E. Spates, Nicole C. Holland, Amara G. Pabon, JeanAnne M. Ware, and Thomas B. Nutman 

Molecular diagnostics of gastrointestinal parasitic infections in a rural setting
Tabitha Ward

Moderator: Laila Woc-Colburn, MD, FACP
Baylor College of Medicine, National School of Tropical Medicine
Dr. Woc-Colburn graduated as a medical doctor from Universidad Francisco Marroquin in Guatemala. She later did her internal medicine 
residency in Chicago and her infectious disease and HIV medicine fellowship at Case Medical Center in Cleveland, OH. She then obtained 
a diploma in Tropical Medicine. Currently she oversees the tropical medicine clinic and medical education for the National School of 
Tropical Medicine at Baylor College of Medicine.

Bernard Appiah, B.Pharm, MPS, MS, DrPH
Texas A&M Health Science Center, School of Rural Public Health

Engaging Health and Media Professionals to Address Global Health Problems: A Case Study of Ghana

In this presentation, the role of communication in addressing global health problems in Sub-Saharan Africa will be discussed. A 

case study in Ghana that brought together health professionals (pharmacists, physicians, nurses, public health officials, etc) and 

media professionals (journalists, editors, public relation officers) will be highlighted. There will be an emphasis on building the 

communication capacities of both health professionals and media professionals to enable influence on the behavior of the public 

to help address issues such as sanitation, HIV/AIDS, malaria, cardiovascular diseases, and neglected tropical diseases.

Nisha Garg, MS, PhD
University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston

Global Health Burden of Chagas Disease

The presentation will provide a brief introduction to Trypanosoma cruzi and the burden of Chagas disease, efforts to control the 

transmission, and barriers to elimination. I will also discuss the current approaches to control the infection and policy initiatives 

needed.

Jose Serpa-Alvarez, MD, MS, CTropMed
Baylor College of Medicine

A Simplified Approach to Diagnosis and Treatment of Neurocysticercosis

This lecture will outline the life cycle of Taenia solium and epidemiology of neurocysticercosis in endemic areas and in non-

endemic areas (e.g. United States), the pathogenesis of clinical disease, parenchymal disease, extraparenchymal disease, 

diagnosis, imaging, and serology. It will also discuss forms of treatment, including use of corticosteroids and anti-helmintics, use 

of neurosurgical procedures, and prevention.

Infectious Diseases panel
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BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS
SATURDAY | ROOM M323

Alexandra Nolen, PhD, MPH
University of Texas Medical Branch, Galveston TX

Building Community-Academic Partnerships

Alexandra (Lexi) Bambas Nolen, PhD, MPH, 

serves as the Director of the Center to Eliminate 

Health Disparities and Associate Director of the 

Coordinating Center for Global Health at UTMB 

Health in Galveston, Texas. She is also an Assistant 

Professor in the Departments of Family Medicine, Preventive 

Medicine & Community Health, and Internal Medicine, and 

Associate Faculty in the Institute for the Medical Humanities. 

Under her leadership, the Center to Eliminate Health Disparities 

is engaged in research, training, and community action in four 

program areas: Health Systems Solutions, Solutions through 

Social Determinants of Health, Leadership Development for 

Social Change in Health, and Global Health. Dr. Nolen has 

experience in coordination of community-based research and 

interventions as well as policy development on issues of health 

equity and public health. Her work also encompasses issues of 

social determinants of health and intersectoral action, health 

information systems, advocacy strategies for health equity, health 

systems development, the impact of globalization and trade 

on health in Africa, environmental justice, and development of 

training materials on health equity.

Shubhra Ghosh, MD
MD Anderson Cancer Center

Building Global Partnerships to 
Advance Cancer Care: MD Anderson’s 
Global Academic Programs

The shifting burden of cancer to the developing 

countries poses a new challenge to governments, 

policy makers, physicians and scientists as well as 

organizations committed to eradicating cancer from the world. But 

along with this global challenge there is also a unique opportunity 

to work together and learn from each other. Through its Global 

Academic Programs (GAP), MD Anderson Cancer Center builds 

strategic alliances with other cancer centers and organizations 

around the world. GAP’s network of 29 sister institutions is the 

largest global network of cancer centers working collaboratively 

on research and education aimed at lessening the world’s cancer 

burden. Its initiative for Africa aims to utilize the expertise of 

the network in partnership with organizations like the Union of 

International Cancer Control (UICC), Pink Ribbon Red Ribbon, 

National Breast Cancer Foundation and others to help sub-

Saharan African nations build capacity for cancer care.

Peter J. Hotez, MD, PhD
National School of Tropical Medicine, 
Baylor College of Medicine

My Career So Far

Peter J. Hotez, M.D., Ph.D., is the founding Dean 

of the National School of Tropical Medicine and 

Professor of Pediatrics and Molecular Virology & 

Microbiology at Baylor College of Medicine where 

he is also chief of a new Section of Pediatric Tropical Medicine and 

the Texas Children’s Hospital Endowed Chair of Tropical Pediatrics. 

Dr. Hotez is an internationally-recognized clinician and investigator 

in neglected tropical diseases and vaccine development. He leads 

the only product development partnership for developing new 

vaccines for hookworm infection, schistosomiasis, and Chagas 

disease, diseases affecting hundreds of millions of children and 

adults worldwide. The hookworm vaccine is currently in clinical 

trials. In 2006 at the Clinton Global Initiative he co-founded the 

Global Network for Neglected Tropical Diseases to provide access 

to essential medicines for more than 100 million people.

Expert Talks

Lael Kucera, PA
Jason Rosenfeld, MPH
Living Water International & The University of 
Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio

Sante A -Go-Go-Health Promotion 
Partnerships in Haiti

This presentation will discuss the dynamics of the 

Living Water International/University of Texas 

Health Science Center for Medical Humanities and 

Ethics partnership and the ongoing Community 

Health Club approach and program in Cabaret, 

Haiti.
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Oral Abstracts

Stakeholders’ perspectives on building health systems in rural Uganda
Carol Chen, Andrea T. Cruz, Heather H. Goltz, and M. Sampayo

Designing and Teaching a Course on International Research Ethics
Andrew Childress

Moderator: Patricia Brock, MD
Medical Bridges, MD Anderson Cancer Center
Patricia Brock, MD, is Founder and Chairman Emeritus of Medical Bridges a nonprofit organization which collects and distributes medical 
supplies and equipment to the developing world. Dr. Brock is currently an assistant professor in the Department of Emergency Medicine 
at MD Anderson Cancer Center. Dr. Brock graduated from The University of Louisville School Of Medicine in 1983 and began her surgical 
training at Parkland Hospital in Dallas at The University of Texas program and completed her residency at the UT Health Sciences Center 
in San Antonio. After a 10‑year career as a general surgeon and four children later, Dr. Brock turned her energies to raising her growing 
family. It was during this hiatus that the idea for Medical Bridges was born. Dr. Brock returned to the practice of medicine as a Clinical 
Instructor with Baylor College of Medicine in 2003 working in the Emergency Room at Ben Taub Hospital. She moved to MD Anderson 
in 2009.

Lee Bar-Eli, MD and Claire Bocchini, MD
Doctors for Change

Doctors for Change: Tackling Health Care Challenges in Houston, Texas

We will discuss unacceptable realities regarding access to care, poverty and food insecurity/obesity in Harris County and how 

Doctors for Change, through education and advocacy, is working to improve health care for all Houstonians. We will also discuss 

ways for people to get involved in our organization and make a difference locally. 

Sheryl McCurdy, PhD
University of Texas School of Public Health

Developing long-term partnerships with hard-to-reach populations

Drawing on her deep and long-term research in Tanzania over the last 25 years, Dr. McCurdy will discuss the ways she developed 

partnerships with hard-to-reach populations, members of civil society, and Tanzanian researchers and how together they worked 

to transform research to policy. In her HIV prevention work this led to harm reduction interventions that include outreach and a 

methadone clinic. In her new work on sickle cell disease and genomics, she is beginning work with new communities of patients, 

families, clinicians, and scientists to develop educational and outreach tools to address stigma, newborn screening protocols, and 

raise awareness in an attempt to reduce childhood mortality due to sickle cell disease in Cameroon, Ghana, and Tanzania.

Thuy Phung, MD, PhD
Texas Children’s Hospital, Baylor College of Medicine

The Vietnam Vascular Anomalies Center: A Global Health Partnership

Collaborative partnership is critical in building a successful global health program. The Vietnam Vascular Anomalies Center (VAC) 

in Ho Chi Minh City was established through close working partnerships between Vietnamese and U.S. physicians. The mission 

of VAC is to provide humanitarian medical care for children in Vietnam with vascular and pigmentary birthmarks, and to promote 

mutual collaboration between Vietnamese and U.S. physicians to improve the health of these children. This lecture will present the 

work of VAC physicians to achieve this mission.

Building Partnerships panel
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GLOBAL HEALTH, TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION
SATURDAY | ROOM M315

Veronica Leautaud, PhD
Rice 360 Institute for Global Health Technologies

Improving Lives Through Technology 
Innovation at Rice 360

Health disparities throughout the world are due 

in part to the lack of appropriate, affordable, 

and effective health technologies in the settings 

where they are most needed. Based at Rice 

University in Houston, Texas, Rice 360 Institute for Global Health 

Technologies works to address this problem. In partnership with 

communities throughout the world, Rice 360 students and staff 

work to design and implement low-cost, high-performance health 

technologies that address major global health challenges. Over 

60,000 people in 28 countries have benefited from 58 new global 

health technologies and programs designed by 444 students in 

Rice 360’s Beyond Traditional Borders Initiative. This presentation 

will give an overview of the need for appropriate healthcare 

technology, outline the Rice 360 approach for addressing these 

needs, and describe several technology solutions developed and 

implemented through the Rice 360 Institute.

Shankar Chellam, PhD
University of Houston

Metals in the Air We Breathe and 
Microorganisms in the Water We Drink: 
Characterization and Purification

This presentation covers two disparate topics, 

both of which have important environmental 

and public health implications. First, my research 

group’s contributions to trace metals characterization in airborne 

particulate matter will be discussed. We develop innovative 

analytical techniques to measure numerous metals as the first 

step in source apportionment. This also provides the basis to 

evaluate the ‘metals hypothesis,’ i.e. that the metals content 

of aerosols leads to acute and chronic health effects. We use 

lanthanoid metals to quantify primary emissions from petroleum 

refineries and long‑range dust transport from the Sahara desert 

to Houston. Secondly, recent results from our laboratories on the 

filtration of bacteria and viruses from contaminated water supplies 

will be shared. Visual evidence for the underlying mechanisms by 

which bacteria clog filters will be shown. A novel electrochemical 

technique for the pre-coagulation and inactivation of viruses will 

also be presented.

Kate Rubins, PhD
NASA

Science in Extreme Environments: 
Building Extraterrestrial and Earth-
based Research Capabilities

Biomedical and human health research on 

the frontier presents unique and fascinating 

challenges. Dr. Rubins’ presentation will focus on 

the exceptional research environment of the International Space 

Station and parallels to earth-based research in challenging 

environments such as high containment biosafety laboratories 

and disease outbreaks in remote Central African villages.

Expert Talks
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Oral Abstracts

Hacking for Human Rights: An Open Data Project to Improve Global Occupational Fatality Surveillance
Bethany Boggess

Using Mobile Phones to Augment Immunization Efforts in Palestinian Refugee Camps
Bahrani Eman, Batoul Abuharb, Cherie Fathy, and Jordan Schermerhorn

Frugal Innovation for the First World: Forward Thinking Solutions to Healthcare Often Begin in Reverse
Rahul Rekhi

BiliQuant: A Spectrophotometric Jaundice Diagnostic for the Developing World
Stephanie Tzouanas, Melody Tan, Jacinta Leyden, Monica Barrera, and Rohan Shah

Moderator: Veronica Leautaud, PhD
Rice 360 Institute for Global Health Technologies

Katherine Meese, MPH
Global Education & Training at Houston Methodist Hospital

Technology Step 2... Step 1?

Technological advancement and innovation is progressing at alarming rates, yet in many healthcare systems technical solutions 

fail. Why? The goal of this presentation is to highlight barriers to successful implementation of new technologies in the global 

health arena, and opportunities for creating a foundation that supports technological advancement.

Robert Ricketts, MD
Baylor College of Medicine/Texas Children’s Hospital

Crowdfunding as an Avenue to Fund Global Health Projects

In the era of government austerity and economic uncertainty, funding for global health projects is becoming increasingly hard 

to obtain. As such, many have begun to use internet crowdfunding platforms to bring their projects to life. This presentation 

will discuss crowdfunding as a potential bridge for funding global health projects. It will explain important concepts of these 

emerging sources of funding. It will explore important components of a successful crowdfunding campaign, the benefits of using 

crowdfunding, and the drawbacks of crowdfunding.

Lucy Zhu, MS2
Baylor College of Medicine

The Next Generation of Global Health Education: Introducing the Interdisciplinary Health Network

The Interdisciplinary Health Network (IHN) is an online education organization whose goal is to train the next generation of global 

health leaders via an interdisciplinary approach. IHN’s training model gives a complete understanding of disease, its impact, and 

strategies for prevention. For this, IHN uses an online learning platform to teach disease from different perspectives, including 

community development, social entrepreneurship, clinical care, laboratory research, operational research, and policy advocacy. The 

outcome is a series of holistic, disease‑based courses spanning three weeks that offer lectures, live webinars, and interactive Q&A 

sessions hosted by top professionals around the globe. The online platform integrates software such as Cisco WebEx, Moodle, 

Dropbox, and Google Drive to make these courses available to students worldwide. By building on the latest online technology, 

IHN hopes to establish a consortium of global health leaders equipped with skills to holistically tackle global health issues.

Technology & Innovation panel
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MATERNAL & CHILD HEALTH
SUNDAY | ROOM M423

Michael A. Belfort, MD, PhD
Susan Raine, JD, MD, LLM
Baylor College of Medicine

BCM/CLI Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Global Health Initiative

This talk outlines and explains the collaborative 

Baylor College of Medicine Department of 

Obstetrics and Gynecology and Child Legacy 

International collaboration in Malawi to advance 

maternal health care in Malawi. The reasons for 

the high maternal mortality and morbidity will be 

discussed, along with the efforts we have made to 

a feasible and sustainable solution to the problem 

that may be generalizable to the sub-Saharan 

region.

Judy Levison MD, MPH
Jennifer McKinney, MD, MPH Candidate
Baylor College of Medicine, University 
of Texas School of Public Health

Challenges to Developing Health 
Care Programs…Wherever You Are

Well-intentioned investigators and health 

care workers often arrive in a community 

with interventions they think will benefit local 

recipients—without having done a full assessment 

of what community members perceive to be 

problems or how they think the problems should 

be addressed. We will describe examples from our 

own experiences and then discuss the framework 

of “Intervention Mapping,” a tool to assist in 

avoiding some of these pitfalls.

Rachel Jamison, MD
Children’s Medical Center, Dallas, TX

Global Health Ethics

Global health awareness is growing, and with 

it, an interest in pursuing international service 

opportunities amongst medical trainees. This trend 

is exciting and hopefully will lead to further health 

improvements in developing nations, but it also 

poses several potential issues. Well-intentioned, but ill-prepared 

trainees can cause damage to a local system, place excessive 

burden on the host institution, and leave a place worse than 

upon arrival if not educated on the ethical implications of working 

overseas. This lecture will highlight issues that have been noted 

historically and how to navigate the global health educational 

system to ensure appropriate expectations and mutually beneficial 

relationships.

Oral Abstracts

Access to Reproductive Information and Healthcare for Women with Mobility Impairments in Macedonia: Empowering 
Partnerships
Margaret Nosek

Epidemiological Research on Autism in Jamaica 
Mohammad Rahbar

Safe Mothers Safe Babies: A Case Study in Participatory Development
Serena Rodriguez and Alison Winters

Expert Talks
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HOT TOPICS
SUNDAY | ROOM M315

Herbert DuPont, MD, MACP
St Luke’s Medical Center, UT School of 
Public Health, Baylor College of Medicine

The Intestinal Microbiome 
in Health and Disease

The intestinal microbiome (totality of microbes) 

is affected by diet and receipt of antibiotics. 

It influences gut motility, mucosal absorption 

and central nervous system function. A number of diseases 

are associated with alterations of gut microbiome including 

Clostridium difficile associated diarrhea (CDAD), inflammatory 

bowel disease, irritable bowel syndrome, diabetes and the 

metabolic syndrome, chronic neurologic disorders and obesity. 

CDAD produces recurrent disease when the diversity of the flora 

is reduced. Restoration of the microbiome is currently performed 

by fecal microbiota transplantation (FMT) where fecal bacteria 

from a healthy donor are delivered to the intestine of a patient 

with disease. FMT is currently the treatment of choice for patients 

with multiple recurrence of CDAD. It may be possible to improve 

general health by giving the proper microbes that are adapted to 

the gut providing intestinal homeostasis and health.

Malick Diara, MD
ExxonMobil, Global Medicine and 
Occupational Health Department

Mitigating Infectious Disease Outbreaks 
in Global Company Workplaces

In global companies with internationally mobile 

workforces and operations where people work and 

live together, infectious disease outbreaks can 

impact the health of workers and communities, disrupt operations 

and affect a company’s reputation. Emerging diseases such as 

coronaviruses, norovirus and avian flu can be challenging in such 

settings. Adequate control of outbreaks in these workplaces 

requires standardized measures that are globally communicated 

and consistently applied across worksites and countries. Building 

on its global pandemic flu plans and site Infectious Disease 

Outbreak Management measures, the Company used a two-

pronged communication approach to engage key stakeholders 

and adequately communicate with workers. This model represents 

an effective global and scalable approach to mitigate the impact 

of various communicable diseases in global company workplaces.

Dana El Hajj, PhD, RN
UT Health School of Nursing

Health of Arab Immigrants Living in 
Colorado: A Socioecological Perspective

Despite the increase in the number of Arab 

immigrants living in the United States, the 

literature lacks adequate information about Arab 

Americans’ health habits in relation to important 

health outcomes. The outcomes of interest were cardiovascular 

disease, diabetes, cancer and obesity. The health behaviors of 

interest were diet, exercise, early cancer detection and smoking. 

The results showed that when compared to the general population 

in Colorado, the study participants were twice as likely to 

use tobacco products, such as cigarettes or hookah (p&;.001, 

OR=2.35). Arab immigrants seem to be at risk for unmet health 

care needs and will benefit from culturally sensitive health 

promotion tools, especially in the areas of tobacco use.

Ngozi Mbue, PhD, APRN, ANP-C
UT Health School of Nursing

The Challenges and Barriers to Effective 
Diabetes Self-Monitoring in Rural Nigeria

Diabetes mellitus is an endocrine disorder associated 

with a disorder in insulin production and use. Diabetes 

has been recognized as a global disease affecting 

approximately 347 million people in the world (World 

Health Organization [WHO], 2011). In 2011, it was estimated by WHO 

that 14.7 million Africans are living with diabetes. Nigeria, with an 

estimated 169,000,000 population, has been recognized as having 

an increasing number of people suffering from chronic conditions 

such as diabetes and high blood pressure (WHO, 2012). Due to limited 

diabetes testing supplies, anti-diabetic drugs, and self-monitoring 

training programs, those living with diabetes often consult traditional 

medicine practitioners for the diagnosis and management of their 

diabetes (Jegede et al., 2011).

Oral Abstracts

Molecular diagnostics of gastrointestinal parasitic infections in an international setting
Rebecca Jeun

Specific targeting of tau oligomers in Htau mice prevents cognitive impairment and tau pathology following injection with 
brain-derived tau oligomeric seeds
Julia Gerson

Promoting Oral Health Education and Hygiene in the Low-income Geriatric Community 
Mary Glasheen and Francisco Nieves

Expert Talks
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LESSONS FROM THE FIELD
SUNDAY | ROOM M323

Moderator: Michael Goodman, MDIv, MPH
University of Texas School of Public Health
Michael Goodman will complete his doctorate in public health (DrPH) in summer 2014 from the University of Texas Health Science Center. 
Previously, he completed an Master’s in Public Health from the same school and a Master’s in Divinity from Emory University in Atlanta. 
He has worked with student education in global health at UT-HSC and the University of Texas Medical Branch. His direct involvement in 
global health activities includes epidemiological and program evaluation work with orphan and vulnerable children in Malawi and Kenya, 
and mediation assessments of a community-based water, sanitation and hygiene project in the Dominican Republic. He is proud to be a 
co-founder and co-director of the Houston Global Health Collaborative. He is a proud father of two, Lilly and Jude, and husband to Lauren 
Raimer-Goodman. 

Annette Emiko Taylor, MS
Living Water International

Life as a Development Professional

Ms. Annette Emiko Taylor will share about her experiences working as a relief and development professional for NGOs such as 

World Vision International and Living Water International, and a fellowship with USAID. Ms. Annette Emiko Taylor has experience 

in humanitarian/ emergency relief, program development/design, and managing grant portfolios from major donor agencies. In 

Somalia, she managed a multi-million dollar grant portfolio for World Vision’s child protection, education, health, nutrition, shelter 

and WASH programs. She also served as a Program Officer for World Vision’s Haiti Earthquake Response Office. She has worked 

in Haiti, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Jordan, Somalia, and the U.S., and volunteered in Ghana and Russia.

Diane Santa Maria, DrPH, MSN, RN
University of Texas School of Nursing

Nursing Abroad and at Home

Dr. Santa Maria will inform conference attendees about her experience working abroad as a nurse in the Dominican Republic, 

Honduras, and Kenya. She will describe the perceived impact of these experiences on her nursing career and discuss ways in 

which nurses can get involved in global health in both full-time and part-time capacities.

Anne Morrison, MD
Baylor College of Medicine

A Rural Surgeon in East Africa: Experiences of a US-trained general surgeon in Tanzania

Dr. Morrison shares photographs and stories from her practice as a general surgeon in Sengerema, Tanzania. The lecture focuses 

on the complexity of cases and lack of resources faced in rural hospitals in Tanzania, and touches on the importance of training 

other health care workers how to deal with surgical conditions in areas where there is no doctor available.

Christine Markham, PhD
University of Texas School of Public Health, University of Texas Prevention Research Center

How to Write Winning Grants

Dr. Markham will provide participants with general guidance on the grant writing process, with tips on how to do well 

and what to avoid. Successful grant applications require time, commitment, and grant-writing skills. Key pointers include: 

Select the appropriate funding mechanism and consult with project officers; structure your application per review criteria; 

emphasize the significance and innovation of your application; assemble the appropriate team and expertise; adhere to the 

funding announcement’s directions; obtain external review; make the most of supporting materials (e.g., budget justification, 

biosketches, and appendices); address IRB considerations, and use reviewers’ comments to maximize the success of a 

resubmission. Potential funding agencies for global health.

Careers In Global Health panel

Expert Talk
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Moderator: Charles Chima, MBBS, MSc, DLSHTM, DipGrad, DrPH Candidate
University of Texas School of Public Health
Dr. Charles Chima, a physician from Nigeria, is in the process of completing a doctorate in Health Services with concentration in Global 
Health at the University of Texas School of Public Health, Houston, Texas. He is currently the President of the Student Society for 
Global Health (SSGH), as well as a teaching assistant for Global Health at the same institution. He holds a Master of Science degree 
in Epidemiology from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, and a Diploma for Graduates in International Development 
from the London School of Economics and Political Science, both of the University of London. Charles is highly passionate about delivery 
science, impact evaluation, and health systems and policy research in general, especially with regards to interventions to strengthen 
health systems in developing countries. His doctoral dissertation is focused on assessing the system‑wide impact of donor financing for 
HIV programs on health system development in Nigeria.

Matthew Dacso, MD, MSc, FACP
University of Texas Medical Branch Center for Global Health Education
Dr. Matthew Dacso is a primary care internist who directs UTMB’s Center for Global Health Education. He has experience working on 
collaborative global health projects in Botswana, the Dominican Republic, Kenya, Mexico, Peru, Rwanda, and Uganda. He has published 
peer-reviewed articles, book chapters, and abstracts in the areas of interdisciplinary global health education, ethics in global health 
training, e-learning and mobile learning, non-communicable diseases in the developing world, traditional medicine, and medical decision-
making in resource-limited settings.

Rebecca S. B. Fischer, MPH, BS, PhD Candidate
University of Texas School of Public Health
Becky Fischer is a PhD candidate in the Division of Epidemiology, Human Genetics, and Environmental Sciences and a researcher in 
the Center for Infectious Diseases at the University of Texas School of Public Health. Her major area of focus is infectious disease field 
epidemiology, with interests in rapid assessments and other epidemiologic methods; study design and procedures; and carrying out both 
field and laboratory activities. She is the Teaching Assistant for “Tropical Infectious Diseases” and “Medical Microbiology” and takes a 
great pleasure from working with and mentoring fellow students.

Beatrice J. Selwyn, ScD, MScHyg
University of Texas School of Public Health
Beatrice J. Selwyn, ScD is an epidemiologist. She has collaborated with local epidemiologists and health service research professionals, 
usually living in the area where the research was conducted. The models of work range from being the principal investigator or project 
manager for epidemiologic studies originating from local medical schools or ministries of health or NGOs (population surveys on health 
needs and utilization patterns of services), to training local public health officials on the conduct of research funded through the World 
Health Organization (home-based mother’s and child’s records, MCH health care needs assessments, rapid assessment of breastfeeding 
and family planning), to consultation and evaluation for programs funded through USAID that funded local researchers in countries 
around the world: a. the MotherCare project (goal to develop intervention and service models to decrease maternal and neonatal mortality 
and morbidity,), b. the Rapid Epidemiologic Methods project (to test and develop rapid assessment methods for use in public health), 
and c. the Acute Respiratory Illness project (to determine etiology, patterns and risk factors in children under 5 years of age worldwide); 
to planning and conducting community-based health needs assessments or post-disaster assessments which trained community people 
as interviewers and study staff.

Best Practices in Global Health Research panel

Sponsors

ShyKatZ Deli and Bakery



18

POSTER PRESENTATIONS
Hacking for Human Rights: An Open Data Project to Improve 
Global Occupational Fatality Surveillance
Bethany Boggess

A Wellness Education Program for Bhutanese Refugees
Cecilia Cai, Diana Whitney, David Savage, Erika L. Wood, and 
Sophia Banu

The Initiation of an Undergraduate Research Project involving a 
Metagenomic Study of Viral Populations Carried by Mosquitos 
in the Houston Area
I Calles, C Anokwuru, T Chilcott, E Hysi, S Menendez, RA 
Bagnall, RC Rosell, D McWhinney, P Ward, and M Larios-Sanz 

Stakeholders’ perspectives on building health systems in rural 
Uganda
Carol Chen, Andrea T. Cruz, Heather H. Goltz, and M. Sampayo

Designing and Teaching a Course on International Research 
Ethics
Andrew Childress 

Narrative of African American Women: The Taboo of Breast
Vanessa L. Cox and Sheryl A. McCurdy

High-Resolution Melt Analysis To Determine Mutations 
Conferring Drug Resistance in Mycobacterium leprae
Meghna Dara 

Quantifying the spatial heterogeneity of insecticide resistance 
patterns in Aedes aegypti in 5 dengue endemic communities in 
Yucatan, Mexico 
Regan Deming, Bryant Jones, Marissa Grossman, Edgar Koyoc-
Cardeña, Anuar Medina-Barreiro, Pablo Manrique-Saide, 
Gonzalo Vazquez-Prokopec, and Audrey Lenhart

Using Mobile Phones to Augment Immunization Efforts in 
Palestinian Refugee Camps
Eman Bahrani, Batoul Abuharb, Cherie Fathy, and Jordan 
Schermerhorn

Leprosy Deformity Prevalence in a Suburban Mumbai Clinic 
Paul A. Fickey Jr., Susan E. Owens, and W.S. Bhatki

Specific targeting of tau oligomers in Htau mice prevents 
cognitive impairment and tau pathology following injection 
with brain-derived tau oligomeric seeds
Julia Gerson

Recombinase Polymerase Amplification: A new low-cost 
molecular method to diagnose Fascioliasis in low resource 
settings
Howard Gill, Scott Tlanda, Victoria Shepard, Marissa Lawson, 
Rigoberto Hernandez, and Chinonso Ogbonnah

Promoting Oral Health Education and Hygiene in the Low-
income Geriatric Community 
Mary Glasheen and Francisco Nieves

Babymetrix: Measuring Away Malnutrition
Pablo Henning, Michael Gwede, Swetha Kotamraju, and 
Jesal Shah

Doctor’s Role on increasing rates of C-section in Latin America 
Sherry Igbinigie

Molecular diagnostics of gastrointestinal parasitic infections 
in an international setting
Rebecca Jeun 

Healthy Mothers, Healthy Children: A community health 
worker’s guide and curriculum for teaching maternal and infant 
health in Haiti
Kathryn Kramer

Utility of Qualitative Research for Assessment of Attitudes 
and Knowledge on Preterm Birth in a Low Resource Setting
Judy Levison

Compulsory Patent Licensing to Increase Access to Medicine: 
An Exploratory Econometric Analysis for 193 Countries
Chang-sik Min and Lawrence O. Gostin 

Cardiometabolic Side Effects Associated with 2nd Line 
Antiretroviral Therapy at the Mbagathi District Hospital 
Comprehensive Care Clinic.
Joshua S. Mintz, Philip Keiser, Loice Achieng, Stephen N. Kiio, 
C.F. Otieno, Rebecca Munywoki, and Lily Kwatampora

Implications for Health Systems Management through Big 
Data Analysis with Medicare Data
Daniel A. Nguyen and Christina N. Vo

Access to Reproductive Information and Healthcare for 
Women with Mobility Impairments in Macedonia: Empowering 
Partnerships
Margaret Nosek

The Use of Physical Therapy to Manage Leprosy Deformities 
Susan Owens, Paul Fickey, and Bhatki, W.S Paul

In-vivo Multimodal Optical Imaging of Oral Epithelial Neoplasia
Rahul Pal, Junping Yang, Kert Edward, Liang Ma, Tuya Shilagard, 
and Gracie Vargas 

Enabling Patient Access to Pharmacogenetic Drug Research 
Kanchana Raja

Safe Mothers Safe Babies: A Case Study in Participatory 
Development
Serena Rodriguez and Alison Winters

An emerging role for the anti-inflammatory cytokine 
Interleukin-10 in persistent bacterial infections.
Abinav Kumar Singh and Nagaraja R. Thirumalapura

BiliQuant: A Spectrophotometric Jaundice Diagnostic for the 
Developing World
Stephanie Tzouanas, Melody Tan, Jacinta Leyden, 
Monica Barrera, and Rohan Shah
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Connect Conference 2014
Connecting Houston to the World through Global Health

Gold Sponsors

The Texas Medical Center Corporation was formed and exists today exclusively for benevolent, 

charitable, and educational purposes to form the foundation and continuing support for a 

“City of Medicine.” Since its inception in 1945, the Texas Medical Center Corporation has 

sought to attract not‑for‑profit or government, academically oriented institutions dedicated 

to medical care, health care, education, innovation, and research.

The Global Health Concentration provides Public Health students with the tools needed 

to explore how globalization affects health determinants, the health status of populations, 

and the capacity of nation states to deal with the determinants of health and disease. 

Students interested in topical issues in Global Public Health (such as access to health care, 

malnutrition in children, infectious diseases, vaccinations, disease eradication programs, 

health and politics, refugee health, poverty, globalization, global health governance, 

MDGs, energy security, etc) are encouraged to join the concentration. https://sph.uth.edu/

academics/concentrations/global-health/

The UTMB Center for Global Health Education is dedicated to the training of tomorrow’s global 

health work force to improve health for the people of Texas and around the world. Our Mission is to 

improve the health of vulnerable populations, foreign and domestic, through education, value-adding 

collaboration, and capacity-building. We strive to work alongside international partners to create 

innovative, multidisciplinary, interprofessional solutions to global health problems.

www.utmb.edu/ccgh/education

Silver Sponsors

The Office of Global Health Initiatives (OGHI) serves as a central 

resource to the six schools of UTHealth in facilitating and supporting 

academic and research affiliations with international partner 

institutions. OGHI offers support in hosting visiting delegations 

from abroad and assists with processing applications of international 

observers, trainees and visiting scientists at UTHealth schools.

www.uthouston.edu/global-health/

Baylor College of Medicine in Houston is recognized as a premier 

academic health science center and is known for excellence in 

education, research and patient care.


